Activities to Reinforce Jolly Sounds & Motions
1. Jolly Charades: Remember the old parlor game, Charades? Instead of picking a slip of paper out of a hat that tells the name of a movie, book or TV show, use the Sound Props, Letter Cards from the Jolly Phonics Cards set, cut-apart Wall Frieze, or the Jolly Phonics sound pictures as prompts. You can introduce the game as a whole group, then extend out to use for small groups or as a center. You can focus on just the sounds, alphabet letters, or the Jolly Phonics motions. Remember to choose only what’s already been introduced.

2. Sound-Word-Letter Match: A lot of fun when done to a favorite song. When the song stops:

1. Using 2 sets of Sound Props, match props with props

2. Using Sound Props and a cut-apart Wall Frieze, match sounds and props

3. Using the Jolly Phonics Cards and a cut-apart Wall Frieze, match letters to sounds

4. In a ziplock, put a Jolly Phonics Regular Word Blending card (ant) and the 3 corresponding props: ant /a/, airplane /n/, tennis ball /t/. See if they can look at the word and put the props in order to sound out the word. Or, like Dick Clark’s Band Stand Word Scramble, show the word and use a timer to see if someone can put the props in order before the timer goes off. Or, have someone put just the props in the correct order for the word, and have someone guess their word – turn over the word card to see if they are correct (especially good for left–to-right practice)
3. Flip Books:  Using a comb-binding machine, comb-bind any size or number of card stock papers together. Plan ahead on what skills you want to emphasize. To make your book, bind one edge of the card stock papers together, and cut each paper into 2 or 3 sections up to the comb binding. Match sounds with sounds, letters, beginning sound pictures, or motions.
4. Centers and Phonemic Awareness Activities: From your own collection of teacher/school-purchased resource books, add the Jolly sounds, pictures or motions.

5. Guess The Sound Mailbox: Have students write a Jolly Phonics sound (with 1 or 2 letters) and put into a class mailbox. Make sure each student writes their name on their paper. The teacher can open the mailbox and play, ‘Guess The Sound’, by taking out 1 paper, showing the class the letter(s) on it and calling on someone to make the sound to match the written letter(s). Ask the child who wrote the paper if the correct sound was made. If correct, the 2 students get to trade spots where they sit.
6. Write My Sound: Make an introduced Jolly Phonics motion – the students have to write down how to spell that sound (on a piece of paper, whiteboard, chalkboard, etc.)
7. Class Name Sort: Every word, including everyone’s name, either follows the Jolly rules for sounding out or not. Those that don’t follow the rules are called Tricky Words. Sort your class, your specialist’s names, principal’s name, your own name - into Jolly Names and Tricky Names. So, Danny (D-a-n-ee), Maria (M-u-r-ee-u) are Tricky, and Bob, Tim and Sal are Jolly.
8. Jolly Bingo: This grid can be used for Tricky Words, letters (call either the letter name, sound, or do the motion) – use the cut-apart Wall Frieze for flash cards. Use the grid for Buddy Bingo. Kids fill in one classmates name in each box – use attendance cards to call from. Don’t forget your own name – they love to write your name as much as writing their own! Make sure you have the winner call back what’s on their card to win a prize.

9. Read-A-Sound: Write some letter sounds (single letters or double letters – whatever’s been introduced) on the board or on chart paper. Use a Dollar Tree magic wand, fancy flyswatter, or any kind of fancy pointer for a child to read the sounds. You can have them as part of a decodable word or just random letter sounds. The point is to be able to associate letter(s) with sounds. Have them choose the next reader.
    10. Partners: Using yarn and old file folders or pieces of tag board and a hole punch, make Jolly 

          necklaces. You can put sound pictures on a one set (put each Wall Frieze picture in the photo copier), letters on another set – remember the digraphs and diphthongs!, etc. Play some music and have partners find each other to match sound & letter(s).
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